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1.
Hello and Welcome!


Welcome to the November 2010 issue of the Worcestershire Literary Festival 2011 
newsletter.  This month we have a bumper newsletter with details of the many events we 
are organising over the coming months, news about our Champagne Reception event at The 
Elms Hotel in Abberley on Thursday 18th November 2010, an update on our new office 
space, website, event scheduling for the Festival and much more!

2.
Events Galore!

The Worcestershire Literary Festival team have been very busy organising several events 
which start on Sunday 21st November and will run throughout the next few months:

Friday 19th November and Saturday 20th November 2010 – A Special Reading Of "The 
Hobbit" for Children In Need, Worcester City Library, 10.00am.



The Worcestershire Literary Festival team is raising money this year for Children In Need by 
organising a special reading of "The Hobbit" at Worcester City Library, Worcester. We aim to 
complete a reading of the entire book over a 2 day period starting at 10.30am on Friday 19th 
November 2010 and ending on Saturday 20th November 2010.


We will also be launching our new children's mascot "Huggie" as part of our fundraising for 
Children In Need, and the event will be officially opened by Robin Walker MP.


Further information about the event can be obtained by contacting Glenn James, Press 
Officer for the Worcestershire Literary Festival via glenn@worcslitfest.com or calling the 
office on 0845 652 0621 or 01905 24435.


We are seeking volunteers to help us collect money at the entrance to the Library for 
Children in Need and stewards, please contact the Festival Office if you can help us.


Please help and support us, please sponsor us and come and see us read "The Hobbit" on 
November 19th and 20th 2010.


Our "Just Giving" page can be found by visiting www.justgiving.com/worcslitfest.



Saturday 20th November 2010 – Not Just Sauce All-Dayer, Worcester Arts Workshop, 
2.00pm.



The Worcestershire Literary Festival has a stand at this event organised by Chris Bennion of 
Not Just Sauce – www.notjustsauce.com.  We will have various bits of merchandise for sale 
including T-shirts, Festival Bears and more, we will be giving away free bookmarks, flyers will 
be available and it will be a chance to come and meet the WLF organisers, sign up to 
volunteer and register events as part of the Festival.  This promises to be a great day of live 
music so please come and see us if you can.  More information about the event can be found 
on www.notjustsauce.com. 


Sunday 21st November 2010 – Learn : Eat : Perform – In Association With Apples & Snakes - 
10.00pm till 3.30pm (Third Sunday Of Every Month).

The Worcestershire Literary Festival in associaton with Apples & Snakes is proud to 
announce "Learn : Eat : Perform" - an exciting new monthly event taking place at the Arts 
Workshop in Worcester on the third Sunday of every month.


Starting at 10am, the morning will consist of a workshop by Niall O'Sullivan - 
www.niallosullivan.co.uk, then participants will be able to have lunch in the adjacent Cafe 
Bliss with some ambient live music, after which there will be an opportunity to put into 
practice what has been learnt during the workshop at an open mic spoken word session - 
hence the title "Learn : Eat : Perform".


The fee to take part in the workshop is £5, but the open mic session is free to attend.


Please let us know if you would like a slot to perform at the Open Mic, or to book a place at 
the workshop by emailing events@worcslitfest.com.


Tuesday 23rd November 2010 – Parole Parlate : The Spoken Word, Little Venice, Worcester, 
7.30pm (third Tuesday of every month), in association with Apples & Snakes.


The Worcestershire Literary Festival and Apples & Snakes is proud to announce a brand new 
series of spoken word, performance poetry and stand-up comedy open mic sessions 
organised by the WLF team and Apples & Snakes. "Parole Parlate : The Spoken Word", will 
launch on Tuesday 23rd November 2010, 7.00pm, upstairs at Little Venice, Worcester.


A bar will be available on the night and also cakes and snacks, and if you are so inclined... 
you will be able to take advantage of their fantastic menu...but this is of course optional!


Confirmed to take part in this event:


Glenn James

Heather Wastie

Maggie Doyle

Catherine Crosswell

Adrian Mealing & John Denton

Andrew Green

Amanda Bonnick

Tony Judge

Diana Harrison

Janet Smith

David Calcutt


We are seeking contributors for this series of events which will be held monthly from 
November 2010, so if you are a poet, author, performance poet or stand-up comedian and 
would like a platform to perform your work, this event is for you.


We will also be in association with the Worcester Bookshop, the only independent book 
shop in the city who will be selling a selection of wares at the event, and participants are 
welcome to bring any books they have for sale.


We hope you will come and join us for this first event, please RSVP and let us know if you 
would like a slot on November 23rd by leaving a note on the wall of this event or emailing 
events@worcslitfest.com to register your interest.


Thursday 2nd December to Sunday 5th December 2010 – Worcester Victorian Christmas 
Fayre, Worcester, from 4pm till 9pm on 2nd December and from 10.00am till 6pm on 3rd, 4th 
and 5th December 2010 – Drummonds Bar, New Street, Worcester.


The Worcestershire Literary Festival team, by kind permission of Jackie Dean, will have a 
stand at Drummonds Bar in New Street, Worcester for the duration of the Worcester 
Victorian Christmas Fayre starting at 4pm on Thursday 2nd December and finishing at 5pm 
on Sunday 5th December.


It will be a fantastic opportunity to come and meet the Festival team, to come inside from 
the elements if it is cold and enjoy a hot drink and to find out more about the 
Worcestershire Literary Festival 2011, pick up some information, a free bookmark and buy 
other bits and pieces of Festival merchandise including t-shirts.


Please help spread the word that we will be there and come and see us. We are also after 
willing volunteers to help us hand out leaflets to people in the city about the Festival - hot 
drinks will be provided!


We are looking for willing volunteers to help us hand out flyers around the city during the 
weekend, so if you can help please contact the Festival team on 0845 652 0621 or email 
events@worcslitfest.com to let us know if you can help.  We are also looking for volunteers 
to help on the stand.


We look forward to seeing you all during the Christmas Fayre in Worcester.


Thursday 24th February 2011 – Attila The Stockbroker With Support From Giovanni "Spoz" 
Esposito, The Marrs Bar Worcester, 8.00pm.


The organisers of the Worcestershire Literary Festival is proud to present...Attlia The 
Stockbroker, coming to The Marrs Bar in Worcester for a special appearance on Thursday 
24th February 2011.


Attila The Stockbroker is a sharp tongued, high energy, social surrealist rebel poet and 
songwriter. His themes are topical, his words hard-hitting, his politics unashamedly radical, 
but he aims to make you roar with laughter as well as seethe with anger.


Inspired by the spirit and the ‘Do It Yourself’ ethos of punk rock, and above all by The Clash 
and their overtly radical, political stance, he started as a punk bass player in 1977 and took 
the name Attila the Stockbroker in 1980, blagging spots for his songs and poems in between 
bands at punk gigs. He quickly got a couple of John Peel radio sessions, a deal with London 
independent label Cherry Red Records and before very long was on the cover of ‘Melody 
Maker’. He hasn't looked back since! His 30th anniversary as Attila was on September 8th 
2010, and he is celebrating with a nationwide tour including a stop at the Marrs Bar. For 
more information visit www.attilathestockbroker.com, or find us and the event on 
Facebook.


With support from Giovanni "Spoz" Esposito, former Birmingham Poet Laureate 2006/2007.


Tickets - £8 (£6 concessions) in advance, and £10 (£8 concessions) on the door.


Tickets available from The Marrs Bar or from Lisa Ventura at the Worcestershire Literary 
Festival Office, County House, St Mary's Street, Worcester WR1 1HB (Tel: 0845 652 0621 or 
01905 24435, email events@worcslitfest.com).


Also look out for an event we are organising to raise funds for the Mayor of Worcester's 
charities which will take place in the Assembly Room in the Guildhall, Worcester on Saturday 
26th March 2011 – more details will be announced soon.

3.
Closure Of The Public Planning Meetings


The WLF team have decided to close the public planning meetings scheduled for November, 
December and January as they have been inundated with events, ideas and suggestions for 
the Festival.


It has been an unprecedented response and we could put a Festival on several times over 
with the input we've had so far, and we now start the hard task going through all the events 
and ideas submitted to see what we can realistically put on during the Festival next year.


However we are looking at doing a smaller scale Festival as part of the Worcester Festival 
and Three Choirs Festival in August 2011 so if your ideas or events don't make it into the 
June Festival, we will consider them as part of the August event, and the WLF team would 
like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has come forward with events, ideas 
and suggestions – we hope that these will take shape and form the Worcestershire Literary 
Festival 2011.


4.
Champagne Reception At The Elms Hotel, Abberley – Thursday 18th November 
2010. 

We are holding a Champagne Reception for local businesses on Thursday 18th November 
2010 at The Elms Hotel in Abberley, starting at 6.30pm.  Kindly sponsored by the venue, this 
event will be a chance for the business community to come and find out about the Festival 
and how they can get involved, contribute, sponsor events and advertise with us.


There will be a buffet served and a performance by Giovanni "Spoz" Esposito, former 
Birmingham Poet Laureate 2006/2007.


We will be launching our sponsorship packages and advertising rates at this event, so please 
let anyone know who you think may be interested in attending and if you would like to 
attend yourself, please let us know by emailing events@worcslitfest.com. 


More information about this event can be found by visiting www.events.worcslitfest.com. 

5.
Friends and Patron's Scheme


We are very close to launching our friends and patron's schemes, please keep checking our 
website www.worcslitfest.com for more information.


6.
Event Scheduling


The WLF team will soon be starting the process of going through all the events, ideas and 
suggestions that have been put forward and programming them into the schedule.  We will 
try to accommodate as much of what we've had in as possible but we are in a very fortunate 
position that we may not be able to fit in everything that has come forward.  We are 
however looking at doing a smaller scale Festival as part of the Worcester Festival next 
August, which also happens to be a 3 Choirs year in Worcester.

If you have been in touch with us please be patient, someone from the Festival team will be 
in contact with you very soon.

7.
Advertising & Sponsorship Opportunities


Our advertising and sponsorship opportunity packages will soon be available and will be 
launched at the Champagne Reception at The Elms Hotel on November 18th,  but if you 
would like to receive the PDF packs via email which are available now or if you can't attend 
the event on November 18th, please email info@worcslitfest.com to request these.

8.
Website Update


We are delighted to announce that Kalista Webdesign have been engaged to undertake a 
full redesign and re-launch of our website and we hope to be able to launch this for the 
Champagne Reception event on November 18th.  If you have any information that you would 
like to display on the site please get in touch and let us know by emailing 
info@worcslitfest.com. 


9.
Office Space Update.


Having moved into offices in County House in St Mary's Street, Worcester, we have now 
taken the opportunity to move into a bigger office on the second floor with a separate 
meeting room.  If you would like to make an appointment to come and see a member of the 
WLF team, please contact our Administrator Owen Fleet on 01905 24435 or email 
owen@worcslitfest.com.



Owen Fleet will also be taking up the full-time post of PA to Lisa Ventura, Festival Director, 
so from Monday 29th November if you would like to book a meeting with Lisa or 
contact her 
please let Owen know via the above contact details – and we are delighted to welcome 
Owen to the Worcestershire Literary Festival team.

10.
St John's Players Presents...Allo Allo.


The WLF team would like to give a special mention to "Allo Allo", written by Jeremy Lloyd 
and David Croft, which takes place at The Swan Theatre, Worcester from Tuesday 16th 
November until Saturday 20th November 2010.  It starts each evening at 7.30pm and  
promises to be an evening of fun for all the family.  Tickets cost £7 each on the first 
night and £9.50 each thereafter (concessions £8 and students £5) and are available from the 
Worcester Live Box Office, Huntingdon Hall, Crowngate, Worcester WR1 3LD or call 
01905 611427.


More information can be found by visiting www.worcesterlive.co.uk. 

11.
We Need Your Help!

There are number of ways you as an individual, your friends and family, or your organisation 
can help support us and contribute to the Festival.


Donate


Worcestershire Literary Festival 2011 is a non-profit making organisation and therefore 
will 
rely on the generous support of individuals, corporate donors and sponsorship. So 
please consider making an online donation to Worcester Literature Festival today. 
Encourage your friends and family members to make a 
donation to show support.  
Every donation big and small will make a difference. You can donate by visiting 
www.worcslitfest.com/donate.


Your donation will help us promote literature, local authors and high quality 
literary 
events at the inaugural Worcestershire Literary Festival.


Donate Materials & Equipment


The Festival Team is constantly in need of supplies. When these items are donated, it helps 
to reduce our overhead costs, so we are able to invest more resources into organising and 
running more events to ensure the Festival is successful. So if your business or employer can 
help us by donating materials and equipment, please get in touch.


We have a “needs List” of materials, equipment and resources to successfully organise the 
Festival. If you or your company think they may be able 
to help us by donating office 
equipment or supplies, or even provide exception subsides, please contact us.  All 
donations will be gratefully received.


Sponsor the Worcestershire Literary Festival 2011


We are actively looking for Sponsors to support the Worcestershire Literary Festival  
2011. If you or your company are interested in providing sponsorship, or you know 
someone who would, please contact us - we would love to talk to you.


Membership & Become A Patron or A Friend Of The Festival

We are planning to launch a Patron scheme, a friend of the Festival scheme and 
membership packages. If you are interested in receiving more information when we 
have finalised details, please complete 
our contact form and we will send you details as 
soon as they are available.


Contribute

This is the easiest step – just get involved with the Festival and contribute your time & 
resources.

· Visit our Website regularly to keep up to date with latest news & events.

· Visit the Festival’s pages on social networks sites on Facebook, Twitter and Myspace.

· Become involved in the growing community of supporters.

· Send us your ideas for events and venues.


You can get in touch with us via info@worcslitfest.com or call 0845 652 0621 to 
find out 
more.  We would love to hear from you!

12.
Volunteer for Us


The Worcestershire Literary Festival needs volunteers who can contribute to helping the 
Festival achieve its goals. We are grateful for the current support of volunteers who 
have already helped gain momentum and get to the current stage, but we need more help.



You really can help!


There’s no job too big or too small that you can help with. It doesn’t matter if you can 
work an entire day or two hours. If you have a special talent or skill you 
want to share, 
please let us know. If you want to help, but don’t know what to 
do, call us. We’ll find the 
perfect opportunity for you.


Here are a just a few volunteer opportunities based on our current needs:

· Data entry

· Office Administration

· Word processing

· Preparing mailings

· Distributing leaflets and flyers

Please get in touch via info@worcslitfest.com or call the Festival Office on 01905 24435 or 
0845 652 0621 to find out more, and please pass this on to anyone or any companies you 
think might be interested.


13.
Contact Us


We would be delighted to hear from you or from anyone who would like to take 
part, help, volunteer, donate and more.  Our contact details are below and we welcome 
visitors to our office – please call Owen Fleet, Festival Administrator on 01905 24435 to 
make an appointment to come and see us to talk about the Festival and find out more:


The Worcestershire Literary Festival 2011

County House

St Mary's Street

Worcester

WR1 1HB


Tel: 01905 24435, 0845 652 0621 or 07971 420987

Email: info@worcslitfest.com

Web: www.worcslitfest.com 



Key staff members:

Lisa Ventura: Festival Director – lisa@worcslitfest.com. 

Glenn James : Deputy Festival Director & Press Officer – glenn@worcslitfest.com.

Angela James: Deputy Festival Director, Website & Finance Co-ordinator – 
angela@worcslistfest.com. 

Martin Driscoll: Advertising & Design Co-ordinator – martin@worcslitfest.com.

Owen Fleet: Festival Administrator – owen@worcslitfest.com

Jason Snow: Sponsorship Co-ordinator – jason@worcslitfest.com.

Liz Hayden-Jones : Marketing Co-ordinator – liz@worcslitfest.com.

Lauren Rogers: Digital & Social Media Co-ordinator – lauren@worcslitfest.com.

Lesley Hines : Fundraising Co-ordinator – lesley@worcslitfest.com.

Sarah Tamar: Workshops Co-ordinator – sarah@worcslitfest.com. 



