[image: image1.jpg]WORCESTERSHIRE
LITERARY FESTIVAL





The Worcestershire Literary Festival 2011 – October 2010 Update Newsletter
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Friends & Patrons Scheme.
6.
We need your help!
7.
Volunteer for us.
8.
Contact us.

1.
Hello and Welcome!


Welcome to the October 2010 update issue of the Worcestershire Literary Festival 
newsletter.  This update month's newsletter is packed full of news about the forthcoming 
Worcestershire Literary Festival 2011 including our "Inkberrow 
Revisited" campaign, details 
of the next public planning meeting, a champagne reception for businesses in 
Worcestershire to find out about the Festival and how they can help and sponsor us, and 
much more.

2.
"Inkberrow Revisited"

The Worcestershire Literary Festival would like to invite guests and members of the Press to 
an event it is staging on Tuesday  19th October at 11.30am; following an article in The Sunday 
Times which implied that the Midlands is boring.  


The article in question, (by Daisy Waugh, in the Property section of the Sunday Times on 26th 
September), was ostensibly  to review the state of the art  house Quarry Haven in 
Inkberrow, a district of Worcestershire which the author admits she knows very little about.  
Damming the property with faint praise, she took the line that it was a shame that such a 
fantastic state of the art development was located in the "b-b-boring old Midlands."


The organisers of the Festival are astonished that Ms. Waugh could have made such a 
sweepingly dismissive remark, about a vital region which has given the world Shakespeare, 
Elgar, J.R.R Tolkien Led Zeppelin, Black Sabbath, and Tony Hancock, to name a handful of the 
creative and influential Midlander's who have gone on to effect British Culture profoundly.  
The very village of Inkberrow is home to the distinguished long-running radio serial “The 
Archers”, and features The Old Bull public house, not 10 minutes away from Quarry Haven.  


In their Inaugural year, the Worcestershire Literary Festival will be holding a poetry Slam 
event at Quarry Haven, (designed by Mr. Jamie Emmerson), to refute the remarks by Ms 
Waugh, and to celebrate the creativity of the region.  Its cultural contributions in the past, its 
excellence in design (as typified here by the venue itself, a high tech, revolutionary 
development), and its vital creative contemporary scene.  


Ms. Waugh's remarks have met with an incendiary response, and Poets Givoanni "Spoz" 
Esposito (the former Birmingham Poet Laureate), Jenny Hope (to be confirmed) and Sarah 
James from the 
Droitwich Poetry Stanza Group, and Maggie Doyle will be performing, and 
they are the vanguard of a host of vital and creative people and celebrities from the 
region who are 
furious about the attitude of the journalist, and determined to refute the 
remarks.  Other attendees will be confirmed in due course.


We would like to invite guests, as well as members of the press from the Media, (Television, 
Radio and Newspapers) to attend the event at Quarry Haven.  There will be buffet 
refreshments and drinks provided, and an opportunity to speak to the performers, the 
organisers, the 
attending dignitaries, and the designer of Quarry Haven itself, Mr Jamie 
Emmerson.  Guests are requested to arrive for the buffet at 11.30am, the programme of 
speakers and performers will commence at 12 noon, and the event should be finished by 
2pm.  Please RSVP if you would like to attend the event, and note that we are restricted to a 
maximum of 30 attendees.


The provisional running order for the event is as follows:


11.30am – arrival and networking/informal chat/press networking.


12.00pm – welcome to any dignitaries .


12.10 - 12.25pm – Maggie Doyle (15 mins)


12.30pm – 12.45pm – Sarah James (15 mins)


12.50pm – 1.05pm – Jenny Hope (to be confirmed) (15 mins)


1.10pm – 1.25pm – Myfanwy Fox (15 mins)

1.30pm – Lisa Ventura to read a special poem from Giovanni "Spoz" Esposito and a poem of 
her own, thanks and close.


We would like to express our gratitude to Mr Jamie Emmerson and Andrew Grant for 
affording us the use of the property, and also the owners of The Old Bull Public House for 
their catering and car parking facilities.


For any enquiries please contact the Press Officer Glenn James glenn@worcslitfest.com or 
the Festival Director Lisa Ventura on lisa@worcslitfest.com.  Alternatively please call the 
Festival office on 0845 652 0621 or 01905 24435.
3.
Fourth Public Planning Meeting – Wednesday 20th October 2010.


The next public planning meeting will be held on Wednesday 20th October 2010, 6.30pm for 
a 7.00pm start, but this time it will be at a new venue, Boston Tea Party, which is based 
just 
up the road from AiR Cafe Bar where we previously held the public planning meetings. 


The public planning meetings are an important part of shaping how the Literary Festival 
grows and develops and it has been decided to move to a venue which will be private and 
will enable us to talk in a quiet and relaxed environment. Boston Tea Party is host to the 
monthly Phonic Room spoken word sessions and has a vast selection of non-alcoholic and 
alcoholic drinks available, cakes and snacks. I would like to extend my thanks to 
Susie Lowe 
at Boston Tea Party and her team for agreeing to stay open later on Wednesday 20th 
October to host the meeting.


The address for Boston Tea Party is 18 Broad Street, Worcester WR1 3NF, and we hope to 
see you all there.

4.
Champagne Reception at The Elms Hotel, Abberley – Tuesday 9th November 2010.


The Festival Team will be hosting a special champagne reception and buffet at the Elms 
Hotel in Abberley on the evening of Tuesday 9th November 2010, 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start.  
This event is specially for corporate companies and businesses to come along and find out 
about the Festival and to find out the many ways they can sponsor it which include:

· sponsoring specific events

· sponsoring the Festival with staffing costs, advertising and promotional materials.

· "In kind" sponsorship for key items that we need to run the Festival successfully including brochure printing, promotional materials and marketing costs.

If you know of any businesses or Managing Directors who you think may be interested in attending please pass on the details of this event and ask them to register their interest in attending by contacting lisa@worcslitfest.com.  Places are strictly limited to 50 so the sooner interest in attending is registered the better.

5.
Friends & Patrons Scheme


We will be launching our Friends and Patron's Scheme soon, please keep checking back for 
the latest updates on this and how you can become a friend or patron of the Festival.


6.
We Need Your Help!

There are number of ways you as an individual, your friends and family, or your organisation 
can help support us and contribute to the Festival.


Donate


Worcestershire Literary Festival 2011 is a non-profit making organisation and therefore 
will 
rely on the generous support of individuals, corporate donors and sponsorship. So 
please consider making an online donation to Worcester Literature Festival today. 
Encourage your friends and family members to make a 
donation to show support.  
Every donation big and small will make a difference. You can donate by visiting 
www.worcslitfest.com/donate.


Your donation will help us promote literature, local authors and high quality 
literary 
events at the inaugural Worcestershire Literary Festival.


Donate Materials & Equipment


The Festival Team is constantly in need of supplies. When these items are donated, it helps 
to reduce our overhead costs, so we are able to invest more resources into organising and 
running more events to ensure the Festival is successful. So if your business or employer can 
help us by donating materials and equipment, please get in touch.


We have a “needs List” of materials, equipment and resources to successfully organise the 
Festival. If you or your company think they may be able 
to help us by donating office 
equipment or supplies, or even provide exception subsides, please contact us.  All 
donations will be gratefully received.


Sponsor The Worcestershire Literary Festival 2011


We are actively looking for Sponsors to support the Worcestershire Literary Festival  
2011. If you or your company are interested in providing sponsorship, or you know 
someone who would, please contact us - we would love to talk to you.


Membership & Become A Patron Or A Friend Of The Festival

We are planning to launch a Patron scheme, a friend of the Festival scheme and 
membership packages. If you are interested in receiving more information when we 
have finalised details, please complete 
our contact form and we will send you details as 
soon as they are available.


Contribute

This is the easiest step – just get involved with the Festival and contribute your time & 
resources.

· Visit our Website regularly to keep up to date with latest news & events.

· Visit the Festival’s pages on social networks sites on Facebook, Twitter and Myspace.

· Attend our Public Meetings – more details on our website www.worcslitfest.com. 

· Become involved in the growing community of supporters.

· Send us your ideas for events and venues.


You can get in touch with us via info@worcslitfest.com or call 0845 652 0621 to 
find out 
more.  We would love to hear from you!

7.
Volunteer For Us


Worcester Literature Festival needs volunteers who can contribute to helping the Festival 
achieve its goals. We are grateful for the current support of volunteers who have already 
helped gain momentum and get to the current stage, but we need more help.



You really can help!


There’s no job too big or too small that you can help with. It doesn’t matter if you can 
work an entire day or two hours. If you have a special talent or skill you 
want to share, 
please let us know. If you want to help, but don’t know what to 
do, call us. We’ll find the 
perfect opportunity for you.


Here are a just a few volunteer opportunities based on our current needs:

· Data entry

· Office Administration

· Word processing

· Preparing mailings

· Distributing leaflets


Please get in touch via info@worcslitfest.com or call 0845 652 0621 to find out more, and 
please pass this on to anyone or any companies you think might be interested.


8.
Contact Us


We would be delighted to hear from you or from anyone who would like to take 
part, help, volunteer, donate and more.  Our contact details are below and we welcome 
visitors to our office – come and see us to talk about the Festival and find out more:


The Worcestershire Literary Festival 2011

County House

St Mary's Street

Worcester

WR1 1HB


Tel: 0845 652 0621 or 07971 420987

Email: info@worcslitfest.com

Web: www.worcslitfest.com 


