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1.
Hello and Welcome!


Welcome to the September 2010 issue of the Worcestershire Literary Festival 
newsletter.  We hope you all had a good summer.  This month's newsletter is 
packed full of news about the forthcoming Worcestershire Literary Festival 2011 
including details of our new offices, contact details for the core staff group, details 
of the next public planning meeting and much more.

2.
Rebranding and new name for the Festival.

Thanks to overwhelming support and response to the proposed literature festival 
in Worcester in June 2011, the Worcester Literature Festival is now the 
Worcestershire Literature Festival 2011.

Festival Director Lisa Ventura said: “I am overwhelmed at the levels of support 
and interest for this event.  At our last planning meeting there were quite a few
attendees who were from areas other than Worcester, and we discussed the 
possibility of taking the festival county wide, hence the event will now be called 
the Worcestershire Literary Festival.  Worcester will be the "capital" or centre of 
the Festival, with events planned in Kidderminster, Droitwich, Evesham, 
Bromsgrove, Redditch, Malvern and smaller rural areas.  We would still love to 
hear from anyone interested in helping, volunteering, taking part or staging 
events.  It seems that Worcestershire is hungry for an event of this nature.

The Worcestershire Literary Festival 2011 also has a new logo and new branding 
which launched this week, courtesy of Martin Driscoll., and we would like to 
extend our huge thanks to Martin for undertaking the rebrand for us.
3.
New Offices.


We are delighted to announce that as of Monday 20th September 2010 we will be 
moving into offices from which to run the organisation of the Festival.  The office 
address will be County House, St Mary's Street, Worcester WR1 1HB.  The phone 
number will remain as 0845 652 0621.  Please do feel free to come and see us 
when we are in the new offices and talk to us about the organisation, the plans 
for the Festival and how things are going.

4.
Core Staffing Group – Names & Contacts.


There is now a large team of people working on various different aspects of the 
organisation of the Worcestershire Literary Festival and I am delighted to 
welcome them all on board this very exciting project.  At the moment they are all 
giving their time to help voluntarily until appropriate funding is sought.


The names and contact details of the core group team and areas of responsibility 
are as follows:


Lisa Ventura: Festival Director – lisa@worcslitfest.com. 

Glenn James: Deputy Festival Director & Press Officer – glenn@worcslitfest.com.

Angela James: Deputy Festival Director & Finance Manager – 
angela@worcslitfest.com. 

Martin Driscoll: Advertising & Design Coordinator – martin@worcslitfest.com.

Liz Hayden-Jones: Marketing Coordinator – liz@worcslitfest.com.


Lauren Rogers: Social Media & Digital Coordinator – lauren@worcslitfest.com.

Owen Fleet: Administration – owen@worcslitfest.com.

Lesley Hines: Fundraising Coordinator – lesley@worcslitfest.com.

Jason Snow: Sponsorship Coordinator – jason@worcslitfest.com. 

Sarah Tamar: Workshops Coordinator – sarah@worcslitfest.com. 


Everyone can be contacted via the main office number which is 0845 652 0621 as 
well as via the email addresses above, and I'd like to extend a huge warm 
welcome to the Worcestershire Literary Festival team.


If you would like to help or volunteer and support the core group of staff, but 
don't have a lot of time to spare, you can still help us and details of how to apply 
will be given in this newsletter.

5.
Date Of The Next Public Planning Meeting.


The first two public planning meetings for the Festival have been a huge success 
and we are holding our third meeting on Thursday 23rd September 2010 at AiR 
Cafe Bar, Broad Street, Worcester.  Arrival is at 6.30pm onwards for networking, 
to start at 7.00pm and there will be a buffet served during the course of the 
meeting.  All are welcome to attend so if you know anyone who would like to take 
part in the Festival or someone who would like to help, be involved or volunteer 
please let them know about the meeting, and feel free to bring as many guests as 
you like!


This is a great opportunity to meet the staff and organisers, to find out how the 
organisation of the Festival is taking shape and to put forward any ideas for 
events for the Festival.

6.
A Snapshot Of The Events Taking Place.


We have been inundated with various events, requests to take part and even had 
interest from abroad and as far afield as Australia and New Zealand!  While the 
theme of the first festival will be on showcasing the talents of local people in 
Worcestershire, we will be scheduling other events from out of the area and we 
hope that we will have something to appeal to every age group and to encompass 
every genre.

We have had numerous applications for authors to give workshops on all kinds of 
themes, interactive events and much more.  We will also be holding various 
poetry events including a poetry slam, poetry trail, outdoor street theatre events 
and we will also be announcing details of the first scheme to find an adult poet 
laureate for Worcestershire.  More details will be announced on our website very 
soon, so keep checking back for the latest updates.

7.
The Worcestershire Literary Festival Website.


We have launched our new website www.worcslitfest.com, and will be constantly 
updating this with the latest news and information about the Festival as and when 
it is available.


Please bookmark the site and spread the word about it to anyone you think may 
be interested.


8.
How Can You Help?

There are number of ways you as an individual, your friends and family, or 
your organisation can help support us and contribute to 
the Festival.


Donate


Worcestershire Literary Festival 2011 is a non-profit making organisation and 
therefore will rely on the generous support of individuals, corporate donors and 
sponsorship.
So please consider making an online donation to Worcester 
Literature Festival today. Encourage your friends and family members 
to make a 
donation to show support.  Every donation big and small will make a difference. 
You can donate by visiting www.worcslitfest.com/donate.


Your donation will help us promote literature, local authors and high quality 
literary events at the inaugural Worcestershire Literary Festival.



Donate Materials & Equipment


The Festival Team is constantly in need of supplies. When these items are 
donated, it helps to reduce our overhead costs, so we are able to invest more 
resources into organising and running more events to ensure the Festival is 
successful. So if your business or employer can help us by donating materials 
and 
equipment, please get in touch.


We have a “needs List” of materials, equipment and resources to 
successfully organise the Festival. If you or your company think they may be able 
to help us by donating office equipment or supplies, or even provide exception 
subsides, please contact us. All donations will be gratefully received.


Sponsor The Worcestershire Literary Festival 2011


We are actively looking for Sponsors to support the Worcestershire Literary 
Festival  2011. If you or your company are interested in providing sponsorship, or 
you know someone who would, please contact us - we would love to talk to you.


Membership & Become A Patron Or A Friend Of The Festival

We are planning to launch a Patron scheme, a friend of the Festival scheme and 
membership packages. If you are interested in receiving more information when 
we have finalised details, please complete 
our contact form and we will send you 
details as soon as they are 
available.


Contribute

This is the easiest step – just get involved with the Festival and contribute your 
time & resources.

· Visit our Website regularly to keep up to date with latest news & events.

· Visit the Festival’s pages on social networks sites on Facebook, Twitter and Myspace.

· Attend our Public Meetings – more details on our website www.worcslitfest.com. 

· Become involved in the growing community of supporters.

· Send us your ideas for events and venues.


You can get in touch with us via info@worcslitfest.com or call 0845 652 0621 to 
find out more.  We would love to hear from you!

9.
Volunteer For Us


Worcester Literature Festival needs volunteers who can contribute to 
helping the Festival achieve its goals. We are grateful for the current 
support of volunteers who have already helped gain momentum and get 
to the current stage, but we need more help.


You really can help!


There’s no job too big or too small that you can help with. It doesn’t matter if 
you 
can work an entire day or two hours. If you have a special talent or skill you 
want to share, please let us know. If you 
want to help, but don’t know what to 
do, call us. We’ll find the perfect opportunity for you.


Here are a just a few volunteer opportunities based on our current needs:

· Data entry

· Office Administration

· Word processing

· Preparing mailings

· Distributing leaflets


Please get in touch via info@worcslitfest.com or call 0845 652 0621 to find out 
more, and please pass this on to anyone or any companies you think might be 
interested.


10.
Contact Us


We would be delighted to hear from you or from anyone who would like to take 
part, help, volunteer, donate and more.  Our contact details are below and we 
welcome visitors to our office – come and see us to talk about the Festival and 
find out more:


The Worcestershire Literary Festival 2011

County House

St Mary's Street

Worcester

WR1 1HB


Tel: 0845 652 0621 or 07971 420987

Email: info@worcslitfest.com

Web: www.worcslitfest.com 


